Utah County

Democrats

The monthly newsletter of the Utah County Democratic Party

Upcoming Events

March 25 (Tuesday)

Precinct Caucus Meetings. 7pm.
Locations will be printed in the press, at

http:/ /utahcountydems.com, and in the next

newsletter.

Please send information about upcoming events to newsletter@utahcountydems.con.

May 3 (Saturday)

County Convention. 9am — 12 noon at Dixon
Middle School. Will include legislative district
meetings and and a county-wide meeting.
Everyone is invited to attend!

Message
From the Chair

Richard Davis

There is an excitement in the
air this election season that we
haven’t seen in Utah County
for many, many years. The
county party has recruited a
superb group of candidates to
run for the state legislature.
They are ready to take on the Republicans
and beat them in November. I told the state
party officials that we have not been
recruiting candidates; we’ve been recruiting
legislators. And we’ve succeeded.

We're building an organization like we’ve
not had in a long time. And we're raising
money in amounts that didn’t seem possible
in the recent past.

You can be a part of this! Join other
Democrats, as well as unaffiliated voters

and even unhappy Republicans at the party
caucus meetings on Tuesday, March 25.

The location for your caucus can be found
on the county party website

(http:/ / www.utahcountydemocrats.com)
and in this newsletter. Bring at least one new
person with you to help us build the
Democratic Party in Utah County. The
candidates will be at the various caucus
meetings and this would be a perfect
opportunity for your family, friends, and
neighbors to meet their next state legislator.

There will be opportunities to sign up for
service to the party and the individual
campaigns. Look for those sign up sheets
and fill them out. The party leaders or the
candidate may be the visible signs of the
party, but the bulk of the work is done by
many helpers who do so much in various
positions throughout the party organization
or a campaign.

Also, the party needs active precinct chairs.
The precinct chair job will be more
Continued on next page.

March 2008

Caucus Meetings on
Tuesday, March 25

Precinct caucus meetings will be held
this Tuesday, March 25, at 7pm. Caucus
locations can be found on page 2 or at

http:/ /www.utahcountydems.com.

Caucus meetings provide the following
functions:

e An opportunity to register with the
Democratic Party

e Selection of county delegates and
precinct officers for the next two years

¢ (Candidate information

* Sign-ups for service to the party and
to individual campaigns

e Discussion of the party platform

Your involvement is essential to our
party’s success. Please be sure to come,
and invite a friend to come with you!

If you aren’t sure which precinct you
belong to, you can look it up online at
http:/ /ims2.co.utah.ut.us/website

votinggen1 /voting.cfm.

If you have any questions, or need
assistance, please contact Hinckley Jones-
Sanpei, the County Party Secretary, at
hinckley@utahcountydems.com or

(801) 356-0290.

See you there!
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Message from th Char (coninuod) Precinct Caucus Locations
. . . To determine your precinct, go to http:/[ims2.co.utah.ut.us/website/votinggenl/voting.cfim.
important than ever this year with

candidates running all over the county. District Precincts Location

AF03, AF04, AF05, AF07, AF08, AF09, American Fork Library

If you are willing to make the time AF12 64 S. 100 E., American Fork

commitment and serve in a major way,

. O ALO1, ALO2, ALO3, AL04, ALO5, ALOG, Alpine City Hall
Volunteer.to become the precinct chair in 27 DROA 20 N. Main, Alpine
your precinct.
HI01, HI02, HI03, HI04, HI05, HI06, HI07, Highland City Hall
As we talk about caucuses, conventions, and LE18 5378 W. 10400 N., Highland
volunteering, let’s not forget why we’re EMO1, EM02, EM03, EM04, EM05, Pony Express Elementary School
doing this. Utah voters don’t just deserve a EMO06, FFO1, CFFF, SR0O1-SR05 3985 E. Smith Rand Rd., Eagle Mountain

choice in November, they deserve a better
choice. They deserve legislators who will
listen to them and do the will of the people.
They deserve legislators who wouldn’t cater
to those who have a lot of money or those
who hold extremist views and use telephone
trees to intimidate public officials.

LE1-LE17, AF02, AF02S, AF06, AF11 Sego Lily Elementary School
550 E. 900 N., Lehi

PG01-PG03, PG05-PG14, AF01, AFO1S, Pleasant Grove Senior Center
AF10, AF10S 242 W. 200 S. Pleasant Grove

CHO01, CH02, CHO3, CHO4 Cedar Ridge Elementary School
4501 W. Cedar Hills Dr., Cedar Hills

LIO1, LI02, LI03, LI04, LI05, LI06, PGO4  Rocky Mountain Elementary School
55 S. 500 E., Lindon

ORO01, OR03, OR10, OR19, OR24, Windsor Elementary School
OR29, OR30, OR32, OR36, OR38, OR41 1315 N. Main St., Orem

OR02, OR04, OR05, OR06, OR15, Suncrest Elementary School
OR17, OR18, OR20, OR21, OR22, 668 W. 150 N. Orem
OR33, OR39, OR40, OR43

ORO07-09, 012, OR14, OR16, OR23, Lakeridge Middle School
OR25-28, OR31, OR35, OR37, OR44- 951S. 400 W., Orem
OR46

PR13, PR15, PR18-25, PR27, PR28, Independence High School
PR31, PR35, LV01, OR11, OR13, OR34, 636 N. Independence Ave., Provo
OR42, OR47, VIO1

PR10, PR16, PR26, PR29, PR30, PR32, Centennial Middle School
PR34, PR37, PR39, PR40, PR41, PR42, 305 E. 2320 N., Provo
PR46, PR49, OR09S

PCO1 Jacobson home
1422 Springdell Circle, Springdell

PRO05, PR0O7, PR08, PR09, PR11, PR12, Provo Library
PR33, PR36, PR38, PR48 550 N. University Ave., Room 309, Provo

BELS, SF07 Money home
5348 S. 1450 W., Palmyra

PRO1-PR04, PR06, PR14, PR17, PR43-  Provost Elementary
PR45, PR47 629 S. 1000 E., Provo

SP02, SP04, SP12 Westside Elementary
740 W. Center, Springville

SF04, SF05, SF09, SF11, SF14-SF16, East Meadows Elementary

This is our chance—yours and mine—to
change policy in Utah. We can bring about
support for public education, effective
transportation solutions, managed growth
plans that preserve the quality of our lives,
healthcare coverage, and many other things
that Utahns need and the current Republican
incumbents fail to provide.

Thanks in advance for your efforts to make
all this happen.

I'm your neighbor... and a Utah County Democrat!
Profiles like the this are being published in local
newspapers. The campaign is part of the Messaging
Committee’s effort to help Utah County citizens recognize
that Utah County Democrats best represent their values.

MA2 1287 S. 2130 E. Spanish Fork
SP01, SP03, SP05-SP07, SPO7S, SP08- Sage Creek Elementary
SP11, SP13-SP15, MA1, MA3, MA4 1050 S. 700 E. Springville
PAO1, PA03, PA04, PAD8 Payson High School

150 S. Main St., Payson
SA01-SA03 Salem City Office

30 W. 100 S., Salem
SF01-SF03, SF06, SF08, SF10, SF12, Spanish Fork High

As a parent and life-long educator, I hold
education in the highest esteem. I find Utah

County Democratic values best reflect my own SF13 99 N. 300 W,, Little Theatre, Spanish Fork
deeply held values on this important issue. I'm
committed to working to promote good WHO01, ERO1, ER02 Cottam home
goverment towards the goal of an educated, 425 S. Woodland Hills Dr., Woodland Hills
healthy, productive society for curselves and -
ou: chrczan. i i uL\ vq X i GEO1, ELGO Goshen Senior Center
yon < Q":,:;';: 79 S. Center Street, Goshen
o “ a 'u e.' PA02, PAO5, PAOG, PA07, SF02S Payson Junior High
851 W. 450 S., Payson
nemncra. SQ01-SQ03, SL01, BECB Santaquin Senior Center

45 W. 100 S., Santaquin
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Real Utah Values

Boyd Petersen
March 7, 2008

In 2006, the Utah County
Republican Party put up
billboards around the valley
which read, “Vote your Values.
Vote Republican.” I was
appalled by the message, as
were many of my Republican
friends and neighbors. The billboard suggested
that the Republican party has a corner on Utah
values, that if you don’t vote for a Republican
you are voting for someone who is not good,
ethical, or moral. Utah valley voters, however,
have a long tradition of voting for the person
not the party.

I am asking Utah voters in District 64 to do just
that. T am announcing my candidacy for the
Utah State Legislature as a socially conservative
Democrat. This election year will give voters a
real choice between candidates who claim to
promote Utah values and candidates who
actually do promote Utah values.

First and foremost, Utah voters value life. I
want to emphasize that I share Utah valley
residents’ abhorrence of abortion. I believe in
the sanctity of human life, and endorse the
position of my Church and the Utah County
Democratic party platform that abortion should
be limited to pregnancies resulting from rape or
incest, or cases of severe fetal deformities, or
when there is a serious threat to the life or
health of the mother. However, I believe Utahns
value a commitment to life that goes beyond the
birth of our children.

Our commitment extends to ensuring that our
children are educated. I promise to work to
support and improve public education. Utah
has achieved some embarrassing statistics in
education. Nationally, we rank last in per-pupil
spending, forty-fifth in beginning teachers’
salaries, and first in highest class size. We can
do better. Our out-of-touch legislature
supported vouchers, which would turn the task
of educating our children over to businesses
and our children into widgets on an assembly
line. In 2006, the incumbent for my district
voted against a bill to create voluntary full-day
Kindergarten. Last session, she voted with her
party for vouchers. This session she voted in
committee against a proposal to reduce
classroom size, only to vote in favor of the
resolution after its chance for final passage was
doomed. The referendum on vouchers was
soundly defeated by a majority of the voters in

this district. The incumbent’s values about
education are, I believe, out of touch with those
of Utah valley voters. I believe we need an
education system that reflects our commitment
to our children, and polls tell us Utah voters
agree. Voters share with me the belief that when
we provide our children with a quality
education, families are more stable, businesses
benefit, crime rates fall, and communities
thrive.

Our commitment to life extends to ensuring
health and safety to each and every person.
Utah valley voters understand the need for laws
that protect our health and promote affordable
health care for all families. Last year my father
passed away after an eight-year battle with
cancer. At one point he was receiving a monthly
injection that cost over a thousand dollars.
Fortunately, my father had good insurance that
covered these injections and most of his other
medications, otherwise my parents would have
faced the unenviable decision of leaving my
mother with an insecure future or having my
father’s life cut off much sooner. But many
families are not so lucky. Some must choose
between feeding their children or taking them
to a doctor, between paying their mortgage or
paying for prescriptions. Preventive care is also
important. Utah led the nation in establishing
in-door smoking restrictions. Despite the fact
that the incumbent is a registered nurse, she
twice voted with the tobacco industry against
additions to our smoking ban. She also voted
against extending the right to obtain a domestic
violence protective order to dating couples,
leaving individuals in dating relationships that
have turned violent without protection. I
promise to support legislation that will help
individuals and families stay healthy, safe, and
obtain and retain quality health insurance.

Our commitment to life is a commitment to a
moral life, an ethical life. Utah valley residents
know the importance of teaching morals to their
children, living moral lives, and demanding
moral and ethical standards of their
representatives. While I am sure my opponent is
good person, I believe that her ethical conduct
as a state representative has not been above
reproach. An audit of Mountainland Applied
Technology College and subsequent newspaper
articles revealed that, the incumbent pressured
the College to build a parade float for the Utah
county GOP, likely using public funds. She is
also a co-chair of an organization called the
American Legislative Exchange Council, an
organization that holds closed meetings to
produce “model legislation” promoting the
interests of big-business and with strong ties to
the tobacco industry. With a husband who is

one of the highest-spending lobbyists in Utah
and who is chair of the Utah GOP, the
incumbent walks very close to the conflict-of-
interest line. Again, I do believe she is nice
person, a good wife, mother, and neighbor. But I
do question her judgment in her capacity as a
lawmaker. Legislators should walk a higher
path. I promise to support real ethics reform in
the State House. Our legislature should adhere
to the same ethical standards that Utah valley
residents teach their children.

Our commitment to life is a commitment to a
life of compassion, of respect and tolerance for
all peoples from every culture. With regards to
immigration, I support the position of the Utah
county Democratic party that “those who come
to the United States should do so legally.” But I
also believe, as does my Church, that
immigration reform needs to be made in a
“thoughtful and factual, . . . [and] humane”
way, exercising a “spirit of compassion.” In 2007
and 2008, the incumbent voted to repeal in-state
tuition privileges for undocumented
immigrants. While I do not condone illegal
immigration, taking away in-state tuition
privileges punishes the innocent children of
illegal immigrants, creates deep ethnic divisions
in our communities, and leads to a potential of
increased crime.

And our commitment to life is a commitment
to our seniors. I believe that senior citizens
deserve to live with dignity, knowing that their
Social Security and pension benefits are secure.
They deserve a representative who looks out for
their interests.

Finally, our commitment to life extends to all
people, not just the powerful and privileged. I
spoke with a man the other day—I'll call him
Don—who said he grew up in a very
conservative, Republican family and was
committed to the values he believed the
Republican party represented. Don has a
disabled child, a son with severe autism. He
told me how he, with his autistic son by his
side, went to speak with state legislators to urge
them to provide funding for a day care center
for disabled children. He recounted how, when
he told one legislator about the proposal, the
legislator simply pointed at his son and said,
“look at that boy; he’s never going to amount to
anything. Why should we spend taxpayer’s
money on him?” Don said he walked outside,
sat on the steps of the capitol, and wept. “That
was the day,” Don related, “that I became a
Democrat.” Don discovered what many Utah
valley Republicans are discovering: that their
state party leaders do not listen to their

Continued on next page.

Utah County Democrats - March 2008

Page 3 of 4



Real Utah Values (continued)

concerns, do no care about their family’s needs.

He discovered that so many of the values he had

long associated with the Republican party were

being better represented by socially conservative

Utah valley Democrats.

In short, I believe that Utah valley voters—
Republicans, independents, and Democrats—
believe in a full spectrum of values, supporting
life, health, education, compassion, and public

morality. They expect those values to be reflected

in the words and deeds of our Utah state
legislature. And I believe that the current Utah
valley legislators are largely out of touch with
their constituency.

Let me address one final issue: Some may
wonder why an English teacher is running for
the state legislature. Despite the fact that I do, in
fact, have experience working in the political

sphere, I would also like to point out how during

this session of the legislature an English teacher

could have easily saved at least one state senator

from embarrassment. When commenting about
his vote against funding the International

Baccalaureate degree in Utah schools—a program

that promotes “Worldwide socialization and
training for a global work force”—one legislator
stated that, “Socialization has been a failure

everywhere it’s been tried. It's not the system we

work in, and it’s not the system that pays our
education bills.” Had I been there, I might have
been able to explain to him the difference
between the words “socialization” and
“socialism.”

More important, however, I believe my
background as an educator has given me a
unique perspective. I have seen in my college
classrooms over the past thirteen years, a cross-
section of Utah valley’s young people. My
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students have shown me the effects of our
inadequately funding public education, as year
after year, my incoming freshmen have had to
spend more and more time playing catch-up to
learn basic skills they should have learned in
high school. My students have told me about
their struggles to pay for their college education,
often holding down two and three jobs in order
to attend school. I understand the need to make
higher education more affordable. My students
have shown me the effects of drug abuse in our
valley. Last semester, I had an entire class of
recovering addicts who shared with me their
heroic stories of their battles to get clean and
overcome their addictions. My students have
shown me the scars of abuse and neglect on their
lives. I understand the role the state legislature
can play in preventing abuse and treating abuse
victims. More importantly, they have shown me
the rewards of success, the benefits of academic
dedication, and the hope borne of hard work and
determination in the face of sometimes
frightening odds. I am an educator because, like
most educators, I want to make a difference in
the world. I am now running for the state
legislature for the same reason.

Dedication and hope are what this campaign is
about. As Utahns, we can do better. We must do
better. Our future depends on it. This year I ask
you to vote your values and vote for Boyd
Petersen, a socially conservative Democrat for
legislative district 64. Together we will work to
return sanity, compassion, and reason to our state
legislature.

Boyd Petersen is running as a Democrat for House
District 64. He is a professor of English at BYU and is
the author of the award-winning biography, Hugh
Nibley: A Consecrated Life. He and his wife Zina
are parents of four children, Mary, Christian,
Nathanael, and Andrew.

Public Relations
Please contact Janita Anderson at
presssecretary@utahcountydems.com

Newsletter Subscriptions
Send an e-mail with subject “Subscribe” to
newsletter@utahcountydems.com

Website
News, blogs, press releases and more at
http:/[utahcountydemocrats.com

COUNTY-PLATFORM
CORNER

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

As Utah County Democrats we
believe government should live
within its means. We deplore the
current ballooning federal deficit and
the irresponsibility of those who have
caused it through mismanagement
and failed policies.

We seek to elect federal
representatives who will work to
reduce our out-of-control federal
debt.

At the state level, we support
maintaining a healthy rainy day
fund to prepare for emergencies.

We also urge better governmental
accounting procedures for estimating
revenues and expenditures.

We call for comprehensive tax reform
and responsible tax policies.

To read the entire platform of the Utah County
Democratic Party, please visit our website at

http:/[utahcountydemocrats.com.
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